PHAGE FLOCULATION-SEAWATER
· Filter zooplankton using a 60 µm mesh sieve. 
· Perform serial filtration through 5 µm → 1 µm → 0.2 µm filters.
Replace filters whenever the pump flow rate becomes very low.
Place the 5 µm, 1 µm, and 0.2 µm filters into large square Petri dishes (see below). 
· For each liter of water filtered (<0.2 µm fraction): 
· Add 50 µL of ferric chloride (FeCl₃), shake for 1 minute 
· Add another 50 µL of ferric chloride, shake for 1 minute 
· Record the time on the bottle and incubate at room temperature (RT) for at least 1 hour 
· After a minimum of 1 hour of flocculation: 
· Re-filter the FeCl₃-treated water on a 0.2 µm filter 
· Stack the filters and store them together in a Petri dish with « Tampon A La Con (TALC) » 
· Add 1 mL of TALC buffer per liter of water processed (1000X concentration) 
· Store the Petri dish containing filters + TALC buffer overnight at 4°C 
· The next day: 
· From the Petri dish, gently scrape the flocs off the filters using a Pasteur pipette or a cell scraper 
· Recover the TALC buffer (containing the flocs) into a glass bottle and store at 4°C 

TALC BUFFER (qui porte bien son nom)
· Tris base: 1.51 g 
· H₂O: q.s. to 80 mL (pH ~10) 
· Na₂-EDTA: 3.72 g (pH ~8) 
· MgCl₂: 4.07 g (pH ~4.5) 
· NaOH 5N: 3 mL (pH ~8.3) 
· Oxalic acid: 2.52 g 
· NaOH 5N: 1 mL 
Adjust pH to 6–6.5 using NaOH 10N
Bring to 100 mL final volume with H₂O
Store at room temperature for up to one week
Note: On the day of use (KK recommendation but I don’t think this is , filter the buffer through 0.2 µm if precipitation has occurred.

FeCl₃ SOLUTION
· FeCl₃·6H₂O (Sigma): 4.83 g in 100 mL distilled water (10 g/L) 
· Store at 4°C, protected from light

